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AGREEMENT ON THE CONSERVATION OF BAT IN EUROPE
Report on the implementation of the agreement in Estonia

2003-2004
A. General Information
Name of Party: Estonia
Date of report: 21 April 2005
Period covered: Jan 2003-Dec 2004

Competent authority: Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Estonia

B. Status of bats within the territory of Party

1. Summary Details of Resident Species

The situation is similar to the last report.

2. Status and Trends

The situation is similar to the last report

3. Habitats and Roost Sites
The situation is similar to the last report

4. Threats

The situation is similar to the last report

5. Data collection, analysis, interpretation and dissemination

Data was collected through different projects: 1) Important sites of Pond Bat in Estonia
(Lutsar, 2003); 2) Bat populatison composition and importants sites for bats in Otepdd Nature
park and Haanja Nature Park (Lutsar, 2003, 2004); 3) National Environment Monitoring
Programme (NEMP) subdivision Bats (Masing, 2003, 2004); 4) Inventories in 4 counties
(Masing, 2003, 2004). The results were proposed to county environmental services and the
Ministry of Environment.

6.Legal measures taken to protect bats, including enforcement action

According to the Nature Conservation Act (Passed 21 April 2004), all 11 bat species which
occur in Estonia, are taken under the Protection Category II.  According to the Nature
Conservation Act the protection of at least 50 % of known habitats of species of Protection
Category II registered in the environmental register shall be ensured by establishing protected
areas or special conservation areas or designating species protection sites, based on the
representativity of the areas. The combilation of the regulation for designating protection sites
for bats is in the process.

Action plan for conservation of bats has recently been adopted.



7. Sites identified and protected which are important to the conservation of bats

The Action Plan includes list of important bat sites. Previously identified hibernation sites are
situated in some artificial caves (including mines and tunnels), and in many old cellars. The
caves at Piusa (southeast Estonia), including up to 4,500 bats from 5—7 species, contain the
largest winter aggregation of bats known in northern Europe. Summer sites need further
research. Research tasks are included in the Action Plan.

8. Consideration given to habitats which are important to bats

Nature Conservation Act stipulates the need to avoid damage to the known sites.

9. Activities to promote the awareness of the importance of the conservation of bats

The educational workshop on bats, their habitats and protection measures was held on 7 -8
June at Luua. 19 participants from County Environmental Services, Environmental
Inspectorate and Administrations of Protected Areas took part of this event. The program of
the workshop includes lectures and also the practical work in the field. The participants could
recognize the bat species with detectors.

The Action Plan isavailable on the Ministry of Environment hompage.

Dedicated to the 11 December 2004 event when Estonia joined the EUROBATS, several e-
mail letters were distributed in the Internet explaining the threats to bats and the measures of
bat conservation, the presentation was made on the seminar of outdoors education seminar in
Kubija for 60 participans.

10. Responsible bodies, in accordance with Article II1.5 of the Agreement nominated for
the provision of advice on bat conservation and management

Not yet nominated

11. Additional actions undertaken to safeguard population of bats

General public, environmental authorities and the companies planning wind turbines were
informed about the necessity to carry out a bat-detector study before establishing wind
turbines on the coast. A presentation was made and an article prepared about this matter, as
well.

12. Recent and ongoing programs (including research and policy initiatives) relating to
the conservation and management of bats. In the case of research, summaries of
completed projects should be provided, giving references where possible and
acknowledging the sources of funding

During 2003—2004 bat conservation projects were in work in four counties (Ld&nemaa,
Raplamaa, Ladne-Virumaa, Vorumaa) (Masing, 2004) and Haanja Nature Park (Lutsar, 2003)
and Otepdd Nature Park funded (Lutsar, 2004) by Estonian Fund for Environmental
Investment. In Ladnemaa the door to an important bat-cellar was restored at Vatla. In
Raplamaa large-scale inventory of bat sites was carried out both in summer and in winter
(Masing, 2004). Summer habitats of bats were studied in Vdrumaa, and underground sites
were studied in some places in Lidne-Virumaa (Masing, 2004). In the two last-mentioned
counties the work has been completed only partly, as the funding was not enough to receive
the planned results.



Project Important sites for Pond Bat was carried out to establish the Natura 2000 areas for this
species (Lutsar, 2003) which was funded by State Budget.

Since 1994 the project “Bats” is annually carried out under the National Environment
Monitoring Programme (NEMP) (Masing, 2003, 2004). It is funded by the State Budget.

Matti Masing has prepared detailed but simple guidelines to implement expert work in the
conservation of populations of terrestrial vertebrates, including bats. These guidelines were
published in a special Internet website (www.hot.ee/sicista98) in February 2005, and they
were dedicated to the 11 December 2004 event when Estonia joined the EUROBATS.

In 2004 two issues of “Eptesicus” (2 and 3) were released in Internet (www.hot.ee/eptesicus).

In August 2004 two presentations on bat sound study were made at the 13™ International Bat
Research Conference at Mikolajki, Poland (Masing, 2004, 2004). The Ministry of the
Environment supported participation in this event.

13. Consideration being given to the potential effects of pesticides on bats, and their food
sources and efforts to replace timber treatment chemicals which are highly toxic to bats.

Issue is listed as a potential threat in the Action Plan but the significance is largely unknown
and no actions are planned.

C. Functioning of the Agreement

14. Co-operation with other Range States

Members of Estonian Bat Group carried out joint bat research with Bat Group Finland and
with colleagues from Latvia, Lithuania, Slovakia and the Netherlands. Bat experts from
France and Sweden have helped us in analyzing bat sounds to learn bat species.
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[seaduste uuendus, ekspertide pidev t60, nahkhiirte eeluuringud elupaikades]
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Masing, M. 2004. Estimates of bat populations in Estonia. — Eptesicus, 2. (www.hot.ee/eptesicus)
Masing, M. 2004. Estonian Bat Group — the story. — Eptesicus, 3. (www.hot.ee/eptesicus)

Masing, M. 2004. Example of a bat sound study. — Eptesicus, Navigation. (www.hot.ee/eptesicus) [Bats from Sauka,
southern Latvia, August 2003]

Masing, M. 2004. Kutsun inimesi kaitsma Eestimaa piisivddrtusi. — Linnaleht/Tartu, 19.11. [olukord Arukiila
Nahkhiirekoopas 6 aastat pdrast selle lubamatut lahtikaevamist]

Masing, M. 2004. Learning bat sounds. — Eptesicus, Navigation. (www.hot.ee/eptesicus)
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Masing, M. 2004. Pisiimetajad — kaitset vajavad pisiimetajad Eestis (raamatu e-versioon). (www.hot.ee/pisiimetajad)
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Vespertilionidae) based on their ultrasound. In: Bogdanowicz, W., Lina, P.H.C., Pilot, M. & Rutkowski, R. (eds.)
Programme and abstracts for the 13th International Bat Research Conference. Poland, Mikolajki, 23—27 August 2004.
Museum and Institute of Zoology PAS, Warszawa, p. 96.



Masing, M. 2004. The types of ultrasound calls of boreal “peak frequency bats” (Chiroptera, Vespertilionidae). In:
Bogdanowicz, W., Lina, P.H.C., Pilot, M. & Rutkowski, R. (eds.) Programme and abstracts for the 13th International Bat
Research Conference. Poland, Mikolajki, 23—27 August 2004. Museum and Institute of Zoology PAS, Warszawa, p. 95.

Masing, M., Lutsar, L. & Tammela-Ring, H. 2004. Bats in Hiiumaa Island. — Eptesicus, 2. (www.hot.ee/eptesicus)
Masing, M. & Maller, T. 2004. How long should point counting last? — Eptesicus, 3. (www.hot.ee/eptesicus)
Migi, R. 2004. Hiired ja inimesed Luua 66s. — Vooremaa, 17.6 [nahkhiirte detektor-uuring Luual]

Maiérits, M. 2003. Piusa koobaste kiilastamine voib muutuda tasuliseks. — Koit, 09.10.

Seil, L. 2004. Nahkhiir sdtib end oktoobris unendgude lainele. — Sakala, 21.10. [nahkhiirte uuringud Eesti maakondades ja
vélismaal; looduskaitselise uurimistod tellimine teadlastelt]

Silm, S. 2004. Haruldane nahkhiir ldks talvituma panka. — Roheline Vérav, 11.11. [brandti lendlase leid Tallinna kesklinnas
majaseinal]

Manuscripts (m) (2003—2004)

Lutsar, L. 2003m. Nahkhiirlaste inventuur Haanja looduspargis. Eestimaa Looduse Fond. Tartu, 19 lk + lisa. (Haanja
Looduspark)

Lutsar, L. (koostaja) 2003m. Tiigilendlane Eestis. Eestimaa Looduse Fond, Tartu, 10 1k (+ lisad). (Eestimaa Looduse Fond)
Masing, M. 2003m. Seireprojekti "Nahkhiired" 2003. aasta t66 kokkuvote. Nahkhiirte Uurimise To6rithm. Tartu, 48 1k.

Masing, M. 2003m. Ulevaade Loode tammiku nahkhiirtest. MTU Sicista Arenduskeskus, Tartu, 27 lk. (Parandkoosluste
Kaitse Uhing)

Masing, M. (koostaja) 2004m. Nahkhiirte elupaigad Vérumaal. MTU Sicista Arenduskeskus, Tartu, 96 lk. (Vdrumaa
keskkonnateenistus)

Masing, M. (koostaja) 2004m. Nahkhiirte elupaigad Raplamaal. MTU Sicista Arenduskeskus, Tartu, 110 lk. (Raplamaa
keskkonnateenistus)

Masing, M. (koostaja) 2004m. Nahkhiirte kaitse seminar. Luua, 7. ja 8. juuni 2004. Kava ja ettekannete kokkuvotted. Tartu,
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Masing, M. 2004m. Seireprojekti "Nahkhiired" 2004. aasta t66 kokkuvote. Nahkhiirte Uurimise To6rithm. Tartu, 53 1k.

Masing, M. 2004m. Uus ekspert-arvamus Jelihtme tuuleturbiinide asjas. MTU Sicista Arenduskeskus, 22.12.2004, 3 lk.
(OU Petro-Elekter)

Masing, M. & Keppart, V. 2003m. Nahkhiirte kaitsekorralduskava aastaiks 2003—2007 (var 3). Tartu ja Jogeva, 208 lk.
(Keskkonnaministeerium)

Internet sites (2003—2004)

Eptesicus — electronic newsletter on boreal bats. (www.hot.ee/eptesicus) [since 2001]
Fauna Protection Group. (www.hot.ee/fpgroup) [since 2003]
Pisiimetajad — kaitset vajavad pisiimetajad Eestis (raamatu e-versioon). (www.hot.ee/pisiimetajad) (in Estonian) [since 2004]

Sicista Arenduskeskus — looduse uurimine, dppimine ja kaitsmine Eestis ja Euroopas. (www.hot.ee/sicista98) (in Estonian)
[since 2005]

Sicista Development Centre. (www.hot.ee/sicista) [since 2001]
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