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Terms of reference 
Referring to the resolution 4.9, point 4: Foraging habitats; to produce a synthesis of 

methods used to study the critical feeding areas and commuting routes and to produce 

guidance for the national guidelines for bat habitat conservation. 

Work carried out after AC12 
Based on literature review done earlier and information from new articles the group has 

started writing the guidance document. In AC12 the group agreed on writing first the 

species accounts and then the more general parts of the guidance document. A 

provisional list of elements to be included in the guidance and a model text from the part of 

species accounts is in the appendix.  

Future work 
The group continues writing the species accounts and after that starts drafting the other 

parts of the guidance documents. As there is very little published data on feeding habitat 

studies (especially using radio tracking for studying nursery colonies) on some species, 

the group would like to get all unpublished reports or articles on such studies.   
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Appendix.  
 

Provisional list of elements for the guidance for national guidelines 

 

1 introduction, background 

o why should bat habitats be conserved and managed 

o to whom is the guidance – for land owners and managers, foresters etc  

o ecology of bats briefly – what do bats need in landscape 

2 what is an important feeding area or commuting route 

3 how to protect important habitats?  

4 the process of taking bat habitats into account in developing etc. 

5 species by species guidance 

6 examples of successful habitat management cases 

7 list of  references 

 

Guidelines document, species accounts 

 

Draft model text:  Daubenton’s bat (Myotis daubentonii) 
 

Feeding habitats and areas 

Daubenton’s bats forage mainly above water bodies of both flowing and stagnant water. 

Feeding areas are usually at a maximum distance of 2 – 5 kilometres from the roosts 

(Arnold et al. 1998, Dietz et al. 2006) – but may occasionally be as far as 10 kilometres 

away from the roost. Females tend to forage closer to their roost than males (Encarnação 

et al. 2005). Foraging areas of pregnant and lactating females are typically small while 

after weaning of the young also females use larger areas (Dietz et al. 2007). Females 

show high fidelity to good quality foraging areas (Kapfer et al. 2008) even though they 

might change the roost quite often. 

 

Critical feeding areas 

Ponds and other water bodies with high insect production near roosts are important 

especially for lactating females. 
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Commuting routes 

Daubenton’s bats use e.g. rivers and tree lines as commuting routes (Downs & Racey 

2006). 

 

Conservation and management of critical feeding areas 
- attention paid especially on management of areas in distance of ~ 2 kms from 

nursing roosts   

- tree lines and other commuting routes to be saved 
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