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It has been reported that bat events clearly have an effect on a wider 
participation in bat conservation. In Iran no bat events had been organised until last 
summer, when the Persia Bat Team (for which I serve as the president), in 
cooperation with Simaye Noor education complex, organised a very successful 
International Bat Night for the first time.

After this good experience I have been searching for another national or 
international event that could lead to raising awareness and participation of the 
general public, and, ultimately, to improving people’s conservation culture. My 
team and I have finally decided to choose Valentine's Day for our propose, since:

- it is internationally celebrated,

- it has importance for all age groups,

- it is followed by effective and important demographics (teenage and young 
groups)

- it would give us an opportunity to combine love of nature and love of conservation
with couples' affection and love.

We planned a celebration entitled "Bat Valentine's Night". We invited people of 
different age (between 15 and 45) and decorated the event premises with bat dolls 
and pans as for a party, keeping in mind bat conservation and awareness raising 
goals.

During the celebration, the Persia Bat team was busy talking to the participants,
trying to spur their interest in the theme of love, its importance for life, as well as 
the importance to love nature and all of its members – including bats.

For some of the audience, it was the first time they heard about bats. In discussions 
during and after the celebration, we got the feeling that, while they were at first 
surprised that this was not a normal Valentine’s Day celebration, they found our 
efforts and our method interesting, illuminating and even satisfying, and they 
wanted to know more. 



We were very happy that our assumptions were confirmed: Most people inherently 
care about nature and their environment, they just need their interests raised and 
access to information. Many of the participants asked us for to continue with this 
event in the years to come. 


