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A. GENERAL INFORMATION 
Name of Party :                    Belgium (Walloon Region) 
Date of entry :                   14 May 2003 
Date of final report :           July 2006 
Period covered by report :   October 2003 – July 2006 
Competent authority :          for the Walloon Region  
                                               Division de la Nature et de Forêts 
                                               Direction de la Nature 
                                               Avenue Prince de Liège, 15 
                                               5100 JAMBES (BELGIUM) 
                                               Tél. : 00 32 (0)81 33.58.58  
                                               Fax : 00 32 (0)81 33.58.22  
                                               E-mail : j.renault@mrw.wallonie.be 
 
Appointed Member of the Advisory Committee :  

          Ir Sandrine Lamotte 
                                               Division de la Nature et de Forêts 
                                               Direction de la Nature 
                                               Avenue Prince de Liège, 15 
                                               5100 JAMBES (BELGIUM) 
                                               Tél. : 00 32 (0)81 33.58.83  
                                               Fax : 00 32 (0)81 33.58.22  
                                               E-mail : ext.lamotte@mrw.wallonie.be 
 
Membership of other committees/working groups : Jacques Fairon, Patrick De Wolf 
 
B. STATUS OF BATS WITHIN THE WALLONIAN TERRITORY 
1. Summary details of the species : 
There are 21 species of bats resident in the Walloon Region. 
Different species find their extension limits on this territory. This fact means that the geographical 
position is strategic to follow the trend of the general dynamic of those species population : 

- to the north: Rhinolophus ferrumequinum, Rhinolophus hipposideros, Myotis emarginatus to 
the south: Myotis dasycneme. 

The territory is situated on the migration route at least for Myotis dasycneme, Pipistrellus nathusii, 
Nyctalus noctula. 
 
2. Status and trends 
A lot of information, gathered in the last sixty years, is available about bats in Wallonia. 
Population decline was very important during the last forty years (for example : Rhinolophus 
hipposideros was one of the most common species, now one of the rarest ; Barbastella 
barbastellus was common and now occasional, …). 
Three species have been recently mentioned but more details are expected: Pipistrellus 
pygmaeus, Vespertilio murinus and Eptesicus nilssonii. 
Following data concern the situation in the past fifteen years (thus, after the main populations 
collapsing period).  In Appendix I, an extract of future atlas on the distribution of bats in Wallonia 
(publication in preparation). 
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Tab. 1 : Status of bat species 
 

Species Status  Apparent 
trend 

Population 
estimation  

Biological status

Rhinolophus ferrumequinum CR - < 250 reproduction 
Rhinolophus hipposideros CR -- < 200 reproduction 
Myotis myotis EN - > 1,500 reproduction 
Myotis bechsteini DD ? > 250 reproduction 
Myotis emarginatus EN - > 1,000 reproduction 
Myotis nattereri EN ? > 500 reproduction 
Myotis mystacinus LC + > 2,000 reproduction 
Myotis brandti LC ? > 500 reproduction 
Myotis dasycneme EN  - > 50 hibernation 
Myotis daubentoni LC + > 1,000 reproduction 
Eptesicus serotinus EN - > 1,000 reproduction 
Eptesicus nilssonii DD ? ? ? 
Vespertilio murinus DD ?  ? 
Pipistrellus pipistrellus LC ? > 10,000 reproduction 
Pipistrellus nathusii DD ? ? transit-hibernation
Pipistrellus pygmaeus DD ? ? ? 
Nyctalus leisleri DD ? ? reproduction 
Nyctalus noctula DD ? ? reproduction 
Plecotus auritus VU ~ ? reproduction 
Plecotus austriacus VU ? ? reproduction 
Barbastella barbastellus CR -- < 100 reproduction 
 
Abbreviations and acronyms : 
UICN classification :          Trends :   
   
RE (regionally extinct)       ~ = population stable ;  
CR (critically endangered)       - = in decline ;  
EN (endangered)        -- = in drastic decline ;  
VU (vulnerable)        + = population increase ; 
NT (near threatened)  ? = population trend not clear/no  
LC (least concern)         specification 
DD (data defecient)  
NE (not evaluated)  
 
3. Habitats and Roost sites  
There are many habitats that can be used by bats (hollow trees, natural caves, mines, old 
fortresses, ice-houses, cellars, tunnels, …).  
A permanent survey of the roost sites gives us a good view on the present, the past and the 
potential hibernation - and reproduction (maternity) - possibilities. 
The survey of about 800 natural caves and 450 artificial underground systems shows that probably 
more than 200 artificial sites disappeared in the last 50 years and that disturbance is increasing in 
the natural and artificial sites. 
 
Abondant information about colonies in private houses is regularly obtained of the owners. A 
systematic survey in the official or public buildings, started in 1993, is in progress : more than 1000 
buildings are already protected (mainly lofts an clock tower of churches). 
The diversity of landscapes can provide suitable feeding habitats for bats. 

 3



4. Threats 
Most of the factors reducing populations are well known : frequent disturbances during the period 
of hibernation and reproduction, destruction of the resting places, loss of potential roosts, 
degradation of habitats and of hunting sites, involuntary or voluntary eradication of colonies. Each 
of these factors now makes the object of a particular attention.  
The Ministry of the Walloon Region subsidised different actions to reduce the influence of these 
factors to the minimum. 
 
5. Data collection, analysis, interpretation and dissemination 
Data collection is made by different specialists and NGO’s. 
Up to now, the main databank is hosted by the Royal Institute for Natural Science in Brussels, 
mainly covering the period preceding the year 2000. 
The Walloon Region is setting up a "biogeographical" databank, intended to gather all information 
from the Region, including bats (> 10,000 data). This information contributes to the " Scoreboard 
on the Walloon Environment " (http://mrw.wallonie.be/dgrne/eew). 
 
C. MEASURES TAKEN TO IMPLEMENT ARTICLE III OF THE AGREEMENT 
6. Legal measures taken to protect bats, including enforcement action 

- The national Law of 12 July 1973 on the protection of the nature, also concerns as bats. 
     - In addition to the International conventions and agreements (Bern - 1982, Bonn - 1982, 

Directive CEE 92/43 - 1992 and Eurobats Agreement - 1995) the Ministry of the Walloon 
Region gives more weight to the protection of bats by :  

- a decision protecting in particular bats and their habitats, in applied since the 6 
December 2001 on basis of the Directive CEE 92/43 ; 

- a decree allowing to protect underground cavities of scientific interest (Arrêté du 
Gouvernement wallon du 25 janvier 1995). 

 
7. Sites identified and protected which are important to the conservation of bats 
7.1 Protection of winter roosts : 
Since 1973, many hibernating places (caves, underground quarries, railroad or canal tunnels, 
military fortresses etc.) have been protected against destruction and all kinds of disturbance. 
Different sites are now closed and have an official status as "Underground Cavity of Scientific 
Interest" and "State Natural Reserve" (some others become private Natural Reserves). They have 
been bought by the Walloon Region or are covered by a conservatory convention, established 
between the owner and the Region.  
In 2006, Region count 69 Underground Cavities of Scientific Interest with official agreement (see 
Appendix II) and 68 underground sites managed in State Natural Reserves (see Appendix III). In 
the near future, other caves or other types of underground sites will be protected. 
The majority of these protected underground sites are integrated into the Network Natura 2000. 
Arrangements and closing down of sites are fully paid by the Ministry of the Walloon Region.  
 
7.2 Protection of reproduction roosts - Operation “Lofts and steeples” : 
The operation "Lofts and steeples" aims to protect, and to make accessible to the wild fauna, lofts 
and steeples of public buildings (churches, schools, city halls…).  
These sites are converted in natural reserves thanks to subsidies of the Region, then they are 
protected, physically by a closing down, and administratively by a convention signed by the 
municipality (owner of the building), and the Region.  
In particular, 17 reproduction roosts are integrated into the Network Natura 2000. 
Through this operation, the Region wishes to involve the municipalities and make them aware that 
wild species protection concerns everybody. This program was initiated in 1995, during the second 
European Year of Nature Conservation.  
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Until now, among the 262 communes of Wallonia, 122 have signed the convention. This amounts 
to total of 1012 potential summer resting places, distributed all over the territory of Wallonia in a 
dense network. More than two thirds are arranged right now.  
 
Among principal installations for bats set up within this framework, are counted :  
- 190 bat’s accesses on attic window  
- 85 bat’s accesses on snuffbox  
- 185 bat’s accesses on roof 
- 920 bat’s accesses on louvers  
- 120 nesting boxes 

 
In the same way, the Ministry of the Walloon Region keeps privileged contacts with the Provincial 
Technical Services and the Administration in charge of the Architectural Patrimony to systematise 
favourable adjustments for the fauna in public buildings, notably during renovations. 
 
7.3 Protection of hunting places  
The quality of hunting places depends of the good state of the invertebrate populations and is 
decisive for the conservation of bats.  
Different agri-environmental measures are initiated by the Region : belated mow, fallow (jachère) 
regulation about the road edges, subsidisation for plantation and maintenance of hedges. These 
measures are favourable to the fauna and the flora and permit a development of the diversity and 
abundance of insect populations.  
Other measures, aiming to reduce the use of pesticides, and furthermore less residues, are equally 
very favourable to the production of the food basis of the bats.  
The contract "Fallow - wild fauna", is in application through the Region. The goal of this project is 
to regulate fallow in a manner generally more favourable to the wild fauna than in the past.  
An agreement was concluded between the Division of Nature and Forests and the Ministry of 
National Defence for integrated management of military territories in open and wooded 
environments (approximately 6000 ha).  
Walloon environment is supervised by biological indicators (including bats). 
 
8. Consideration given to habitats, which are important to bats 
see point 7. 
 
9. Activities to promote the awareness of the importance of the conservation of bats 
To promote and to help public architects and building contractors, the Walloon Region publishes a 
guide concerning special management for bats (and others wild animals) - French and German 
versions : 

« Brochure technique n°4 - Guide pour l’aménagement des combles et clochers des églises 
et autres bâtiments » 
« Technische Broschüre n°4 – Handbuch zur Einrichtung von Dachböden und Türmen der 
Kirchen und anderer Gebäude » 

Two folders about « Our bats » (1,000 folders) and « Bats in your house » (5,000 folders) were 
published in 2005 in collaboration with an NGO (Natagora – GT Plecotus). 

Conception and distribution in schools of CD-rom about bats (with video applications and games) : 
«Vols de nuit » (1000 ex.). 

Development of web-sites about bat conservation : 
 http://mrw.wallonie.be/DGRNE/DNF/comblesetclochers

http://environnement.wallonie.be/csis/
Creation of « SOS - Bats » in 2004, a call-centre to help people about bats. 

Many conferences and direct information are given for students and public actors. 

A temporary exposition about bats was organised by the tourism centre « Les Découvertes 
Mystères de Comblain-au-pont ». 
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The European Bat Night was organised each year in more than 40 places ; about 3000 
participants/year  were concerned. 

Installation of information’ panels around underground reserves. 

The totality of these measures, that the Walloon Region intends to continue and to complete, 
should stop the decline of bats populations and, if possible, begin a resumption. The program of 
follow-up of bat populations, financed by the Walloon Region since 1990, will allow to estimate 
efficiency. 
 
10. Responsible bodies, in accordance with Article III.5 of the Agreement, nominated for the 
provision of advice on bat conservation and management 
For the Walloon Region - Division de la Nature et de Forêts - Direction de la Nature  (Avenue 
Prince de Liège, 15 - 5100 JAMBES – BELGIUM). 
 
11. Additional action undertaken to safeguard populations of bats 
Bat tunnel will be create under the future highway E420. 
 
12. Recent and ongoing programmes (including research and policy initiatives) relating to 
the conservation and management of bats. In the case of research, summaries of 
completed projects should be provided, giving references where possible and 
acknowledging the sources of funding 
Development of actions plan for Rhinolophus hipposideros, by an NGO Natagora – GT Plecotus.  

Research programme about : « Recensement des chiroptères dans 12 sites forestiers d’Ardenne 
et de Lorraine belge (protocole Xylobios) et pour la formation d’agents de la Région wallonne à 
l’utilisation de détecteurs à ultrasons à expansion de temps », by A.B. Consultancy Viola. 

Research programme about bats and the rage, by Pasteur Institut. 
 
13. Consideration being given to the potential effects of pesticides on bats, and their 
sources and efforts to replace timber treatment chemicals which are highly toxic to bats 
Diffusion of the guide concerning special management for bats - French and German versions : 

« Brochure technique n°4 - Guide pour l’aménagement des combles et clochers des églises 
et autres bâtiments » 

« Technische Broschüre n°4 – Handbuch zur Einrichtung von Dachböden und Türmen der 
Kirchen und anderer Gebäude » 

 
D. FUNCTIONING OF THE AGREEMENT 
14. Cooperation with other Range States 
The Walloon Region has established contacts with competent authorities of the neighbouring 
regions and country. 
 
15. Measures taken to implement Resolutions adopted by Meetings of the Parties 
Resolution 2.1 – Consistent Monitoring Methodologies 

In Wallonia, the monitoring of cave-dwelling species was organised since 1970. Recently, we 
monitor regularly maternity roosts. Underground roosts are monitored each winter, in particular the 
most important sites for species. 
 
Resolution 2.4 – Transboundary programme – Habitat proposals 

A database contain many roosts for the reproduction and the hibernation of species. A brochure to 
describe all protected underground sites is in preparation. 
 
Resolution 2.5 – Geographical Scope of the Agreement 
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This point has not been implemented yet. 
 
Resolution 2.8 and 3.3 – Format of National Reports 

The reports have been prepared accordingly to the new formats. 
 
Resolution 2.8, 3.8 and 4.9 – On the implementation of the conservation and management plan 

A actions plan for Rhinolophus hipposideros was developed. 
 
Resolution 2.8 and 3.3 – Format of National Reports 

This point has not been implemented yet. 
 
Resolution 4.3 – Guidelines for the Protection and Management of Important Underground 
Habitats 

A guide to describe all protected underground sites is in preparation. 
 
Resolution 4.4 – Bat conservation and Sustainable Forest Management 

In 2005, a guide about “Biodiversity in forest” has been published by the “Division de la Nature et 
de Forêts” and must be applied in state forest. Many decisions concern bats. 
 
Resolution 4.5 – Guidelines for the Use of Remedial Timber Treatment 

This point has not been implemented yet. 
 
Resolution 4.6 – Guidelines for the Issue of Permits for the Capture and Study of captured wild 
Bats 

An assembly “Conseil Supérieur Wallon de la Conservation de la Nature” rules on requests for 
captured bats and takes into consideration these guidelines 
 
.Resolution 4.7 – Wild Turbines and Bat Populations 

A instruction about wild turbines is in preparation. 
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