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7th Meeting of the Advisory Committee 
Bucharest, Romania, 27 – 29 May 2002 

Record 

1. Attendance 
This is listed at Annex 1 to this Record. 

2. Opening remarks 
Mr. Peter Lina (Chair) opened the Meeting. He welcomed the participants and 

invited the Romanian Minister of Waters and Environmental Protection, Mr. Petru 

Lificiu, to make opening remarks. 

On behalf of the Romanian Government the Minister welcomed the delegates to the 

Meeting of the Advisory Committee and expressed his gratitude about the Meeting 

being held in Romania. He was happy to recall that Romania had acceded to the 

Agreement in 2000 and reported about the efforts made by his Ministry to properly 

implement the Agreement. He also expressed his wishes for a successful Meeting. 

The Chair thanked the Minister for his words and the Romanian government for 

hosting the Meeting in such excellent facilities and for having organised such an 

interesting excursion the previous day. 

On behalf of the Executive Director of UNEP, Prof. Dr. Klaus Töpfer, the Chair read 

a message in which the Executive Director noted with pleasure that the 7th Meeting 

of the Advisory Committee established once again a new record in participation with 

63 delegates from 32 countries. He also outlined the rich flora and fauna in 

Romania, in particular in the Carpathian Mountains and the Danube Delta, being a 

key region for biodiversity and migratory species. He also expressed his best 

wishes for a successful Meeting. 

Mr. Andreas Streit (Executive Secretary) welcomed all the participants to the 

Meeting. He was in particular happy to see Bosnia and Herzegovina and 

Liechtenstein being represented for the first time. He thanked Ms. Adriana Baz and 

her colleagues from the Ministry as well as Dr. Dumitru Murariu from the Romanian 

Natural History Museum "Grigore Antipa" for having prepared the Meeting so 

excellently. He also thanked the Government of Germany for a substantial voluntary 
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contribution to finance the participation from delegates from countries with 

economies in transition. 

3. Adoption of the Rules of Procedure 

 The rules were adopted by consensus. 

4. Adoption of the Agenda 

 The agenda was adopted unanimously. 

5. Secretariat report 

a) National Reports and updates to National Reports 

The Executive Secretary informed that a number of updates to National 

Implementation Reports had been received before this Meeting and referred to an 

updated synthesis of national reports submitted to the Meeting 

(Inf.EUROBATS.AC7.7). 

b) Agreement membership (recruitment of new Parties) 

The Executive Secretary was pleased to report that in 2001 Albania, Lithuania, 

Malta and Moldova had acceded to the Agreement. Georgia had ratified but not yet 

deposited the instrument of accession. He expected the growth in membership to 

continue in 2002 with the accession of several more countries. 

c) Publicity (including International Year of the Bat) 

The Executive Secretary reported that he considered the 2001 International Year of 

the Bat having been very successful to raise public awareness. 

He was also happy to inform the participants that the 5th European Bat Night took 

place in 30 countries with an again growing success. 

The Executive Secretary informed the Plenary that he attended several international 

conferences on behalf of CMS and the related Agreements, namely a UNEP 

workshop on “Environmental Conventions and the Baltic States” and a further UN 

Workshop on “Environmental Conventions in Yugoslavia” (travel costs kindly 

covered by the CMS Secretariat). The participation in these events showed again 

the importance to use such occasions to promote the Agreement and to attract new 

Parties. 
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d) Special projects 

The Executive Secretary informed that a substantial voluntary contribution from 

Belgium earmarked for the production of public awareness leaflets in 6 Eastern and 

South-Eastern European Countries was received in 2001 with some delay and that 

the project therefore would be carried out in 2002. 

He also reported that in 2002 a major voluntary contribution from the UK was 

received for a monitoring training project in Moldova and Romania and that the 

remaining funds of the yearly voluntary contributions from Germany would be used 

for the production of information material. 

6. Administrative matters: 

a) Organisational arrangements for the Secretariat since 1 January 2001 

The Executive Secretary reported about the ongoing excellent working relationships 

with the UNEP/CMS, AEWA and ASCOBANS Secretariats. He was happy to inform 

that the integration into UNEP had increased the political importance of the 

Agreement. He also reported about problems that had occurred when the electronic 

accounting systems of the financial administration in Nairobi was transferred to a 

new system and that due to this a report about the Trust Fund status was not yet 

available. The Parties expressed their concerns about the difficulties the Secretariat 

was facing in regard of the financial administration under the responsibility of 

UNEP/UNON. The United Kingdom expressed its dissatisfaction and was seconded 

on this by Sweden. The Parties decided to send a letter to the Executive Director of 

UNEP to request additional support in this regard without costs to the EUROBATS 

budget. The Executive Secretary informed the Meeting that in 2001 the recruitment 

procedures were completed and that both staff members were re-appointed. He 

recalled that the post of the assistant would become fulltime effective 1 January 

2003 and requested the Meeting to agree that the choice would be left to the 

present assistant to take up the full post. This was agreed. 

b) Report on income and expenditure as well as Trust Fund status 

The Executive Secretary was pleased to report that most contributions for 2001 

were received and that also for 2002 the majority of contributions had arrived in the 

Trust Fund.  

A report on expenditure in 2001 prepared by the Secretariat was presented. 
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c) Use of the new title of the Agreement 

The Executive Secretary presented a memorandum about the Amendment of the 

Agreement and the use of the new title of the Agreement. He was happy to report 

that the Amendment had entered into force on 13th of August 2001 and that as of 13 

April 2002 already 8 Parties out of 25 had become also Parties to the Amendment. 

As the Amendment also included a change of the title of the Agreement he sought 

advice from the Committee on when to start using this new title. The Committee 

decided to start using the new title immediately. It was also decided to maintain the 

well-established short name EUROBATS for the Agreement. 

d) Adoption of a new logo for the Agreement 

The Executive Secretary presented a proposal for a new logo for the Agreement, 

which was a slightly amended version of the "International Year of the Bat" logo. 

The new logo was adopted by a majority. Some Parties expressed their 

appreciation of the new logo as it contained a lot of dynamics well fitting for the 

Agreement. 

7. Other presentations of Parties and Non-Party Range States 

Parties and Range States made oral presentations regarding bat conservation 

measures and the activities carried out for the "International Year of the Bat" and 

"European Bat Night". Range States also informed the Plenary about the progress 

made in acceding the Agreement. 

8. Report of the Intersessional Working Group (IWG) on Consistent monitoring 
methodologies 

The Working Group analysed the monitoring methodologies for the priority species 

adopted at the MoP 2. Since there was so far no evidence that these methodologies 

need improvement, the group felt that there was no need to refine them. The group 

was then dissolved. 

In order to assess the effectiveness of the methodologies being used in monitoring 

programs and which could be used to monitor other species, the representative of 

JNCC (UK) offered to collect the information and make it available through the 

EUROBATS website. The experts from Parties and Non-Party Range States were 

requested to provide any useful information for this purpose by the end of 

September. Such information should also be included in the National 

Implementation Reports. 
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9. Report of the IWG on a Database of Monitoring Results 

The Working Group felt that it was at present not possible to establish a database of 

bat monitoring data because of too much variation in the kind of data currently 

available for incorporation and variation in expectations of how the database might 

be used. 

Nevertheless, referring to the preamble of Resolution 2 of MoP 2, it was agreed that 

a register of monitoring activities, trends and availability of further information 

should be established and would largely meet the instruction of MoP 2. It was 

proposed that such a record, or metadatabase, of project activities could initially be 

established within EUROBATS. 

A draft registration form for projects was presented. A draft questionnaire to assess 

information for a more detailed population monitoring database was also presented 

for reference and possible future use. 

Having completed this work the group was dissolved.  

Dr. Jessamy Battersby (UK) offered to finalise the registration form and related 

matters while reviewing the monitoring methodologies. 

10. Report of the IWG on the Transboundary programme - habitats: Data 
compilation 

The IWG has continued its work on the collection of national lists of underground 

sites of international importance. A short report on progress was presented to the 

Meeting. Parties and Non-Party Range States were requested to provide their 

national lists by the end of September 2002. It was recalled that the database is 

available on the EUROBATS website. 

At the Meeting, the IWG agreed to extend its work to develop guidelines for the 

protection and management of underground habitats and the group increased by 

three more members (Annex 2). 

11. Report of the IWG on the Transboundary programme - habitats: Forest 
practices 

The IWG, which was reconstituted at AC 6, has set up a work plan and started with 

the analysis of relevant information from the national reports. However, progress of 

the IWG work stopped in autumn 2001 because of lack of time for co-ordination and 

co-operation. Sweden expressed its concern about the current situation. 
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The committee encouraged the IWG to continue its work as planned. Referring to 

the message from the Executive Director of UNEP and the Joint Work Programme 

of CMS and CBD the Plenary decided to take the report of the IWG to the AC 8 

Meeting as a basis for further initiatives and thus develop criteria of sustainable 

forestry practises and management, hereby using bats as indicator species. 

12. Report of the IWG on the Geographical scope of the Agreement: Migration 
routes 

The convenor presented an updated version of the report.  

It was stressed that some contributions were still missing, and that the report should 

be carefully reviewed and completed. It was agreed that all countries should send 

their data and comments to the Working Group until the end of September 2002. 

The Working Group will present an updated version in the next Meeting of the 

Advisory Committee. 

13. Reports of the IWG's on the Bat Conservation and Management Plan: 

a) Action 8 
 As it was agreed at AC 5 and confirmed at AC 6, the Working Group was requested 

to gather and evaluate further information on species of the Mediterranean region. 

The first step was to provide a list of references on each species in order to identify 

the major gaps of knowledge. Only three lists were available in the definite format 

after several requests to the members of the group; following the suggestion of 

Germany, the convenor will obtain a translation of the relevant paragraphs of the 

“Handbuch der Säugetiere Europas” as a first basis. These texts would then be 

circulated to be updated and improved with unlisted references. The AC 7 agreed to 

dissolve the IWG and to request the convenor to report on this work at the AC 8. 

b) Action 22 
 The IWG has now completed its analysis of questionnaires about the remedial 

timber treatment industry in Parties and Range States. Some brief conclusions were 

presented to the Meeting. Having completed its work the group was dissolved. The 

convenor will assist the Secretariat in preparing a draft resolution for MoP 4.  

14. Report of the IWG on the Review of the list of Priority Species 

The group felt that it had completed its task last year, when it had recommended 

three additional species to the current list of Priority Species. However, it was 

suggested that this should not affect the activities of the IWG on the Bat 

Conservation and Management Plan Action 8 (Priority Species). 
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At the same time, it was recognised that additional bat species were identified in the 

Agreement Area. In Doc.EUROBATS.AC7.18 these species were presented and it 

was suggested that there might be the need to modify the Appendix to the 

Agreement at the next MoP. 

Having completed its work the group was dissolved. The convenor will assist the 

Secretariat in preparing a draft resolution for MoP 4. 

The Convenor of the working group agreed to co-ordinate an advisory group for bat 

taxonomy and systematic to agree on which species and nomenclature should be 

regarded as valid at this time and should therefore be incorporated into the 

Agreement's Appendix.  

15. Report of the IWG on the Identification of outstanding implementation actions 

The IWG set up to identify outstanding implementation actions presented a report 

containing a list of 20 points to be discussed by the Advisory Committee. 

Additionally the United Kingdom submitted a discussion paper on the 

implementation of decisions adopted at previous MoP's and on future working 

mechanisms of the AC, the IWG and the Secretariat. Two proposals from the United 

Kingdom’s paper were adopted to be taken forward. The Secretariat agreed that it 

would investigate the possibility of a discussion forum on the EUROBATS website, 

which could be used by IWG's. It was also decided that the Chair and Vice-Chair 

would provide a more proactive role in the co-ordination of the IWG's. 

A small Working Group convened during the Meeting to assess which parts 

required further action. A short summary of 11 actions was produced by the group 

and discussed. As a result the following actions were identified: 

a) Parties should confirm in their national report that the scientific focal point in 

the list Inf.EUROBATS.AC7.25.Rev.2 is the contact point for the designated 

body according to Article III, 5 of the Agreement. 

b) Established migratory patterns of behaviour in migratory populations of bat 

species in Europe should be discussed at the next AC in connection with a 

presentation of ringing results from Germany. 

c) Countries that have not yet done so, should endeavour to provide information 

on the population size and status of resident bat species or to give details of 

problems encountered in providing the information. 
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d) With regard to Doc.EUROBATS.MOP2.6 a small working group convened to 

discuss Resolution 3. It came to the conclusion that Resolution 3 had been 

implemented successfully. On the basis of the achieved results further efforts 

should focus on international co-operation in order to investigate the 

distribution and migration patterns of Myotis dasycneme and Pipistrellus 

nathusii. 

e) The remit of the working group on underground habitats was extended to 

cover production of guidelines on managing underground sites. 

f) Resolution 8 of MoP 2 will be discussed at the next AC. The original paper on 

linear features will be circulated to all Parties as a discussion document and 

should be considered in conjunction with agricultural biodiversity issues in 

relation to CBD and CMS. 

g) Points 3 and 4 of the current Management and Conservation Plan 2000 – 

2003 concerning roosts and habitats should be discussed at the next AC 

Meeting. 

Having completed its task, the Working Group was dissolved. 

16. Report of the IWG on Guidelines for the issue of permits for bat-ringing or 
other marking activities 

The activities of the Working Group are still in the phase of data collection. A 

questionnaire was circulated to Parties and Range States with high response and 

results are being analysed. 

As agreed at the AC 5 Meeting, the draft guidelines will be discussed at the AC 8 

Meeting. 

17. Joint work programme of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the 
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (2002 - 
2005) 

The Joint Work Programme of CBD and CMS recently adopted at the COP 6 of 

CBD was presented to the Committee for consideration as therein EUROBATS was 

mentioned in view of providing guidelines on forest management practises. The 

document met much interest and it was decided to take this topic forward to the 

next Meeting of the AC in order to identify which additional tasks could result from 

this document. 

Seconded by the United Kingdom, Germany requested that the paper was 

discussed at the forthcoming MoP. 
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18. Date and venue of the 8th Meeting of the Advisory Committee 

Norway kindly offered to host the 8th Meeting of the AC in 2003. The invitation was 

accepted with gratitude. 

Hungary already kindly presented an invitation to host the 9th Meeting of the AC in 

2004. 

19. Date of the 4th Session of the Meeting of Parties 

Bulgaria confirmed the invitation already expressed at MoP 3 to host MoP 4 in 

autumn 2003. 

20. Any other business 

The Executive Secretary called for voluntary contributions from the Parties to 

finance the participation of delegates from countries with economies in transition at 

MoP 4. 

The SFEPM invited all participants to take part in the 9th European Bat Research 

Symposium to be held from 26 - 30 August 2002 in Le Havre, France. 

Upon the request from Bulgaria the Executive Secretary informed that the draft GEF 

project on bat conservation in Eastern and South-Eastern Europe was currently 

undergoing a second revision and would be submitted in the close future to the 

UNEP/GEF office in Nairobi for consideration. The Secretariat promised to keep all 

countries concerned informed about the further development. 

21. Adoption of the record of the Meeting 

 The record of the Meeting was adopted by consensus. 

22. Close of Meeting 

The Chair expressed his thanks towards the Romanian government and its Ministry 

of Waters, Forests and Environmental Protection in particular. He also thanked the 

technical staff of the Meeting venue for the skilled support, the participants for their 

productive contributions, and the Secretariat for the excellent preparations and 

organisation of the Meeting. 

There being no further business, the Meeting was closed at 20.27 h. 
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